
 
 

 
12th Plenary Assembly  

Legislating for Prosperity with Equity  
 

September 4-5 | Panama City, Panama 

DECLARATION 
 
We, parliamentarians of the Americas and the Caribbean, gathered together in Panama City for 
the 12th Plenary Assembly with the aim of strengthening our parliaments and advancing, in a 
cooperative manner and with a regional approach, dialogue and legislative action through 
ParlAmericas, the only forum bringing together national parliaments from all 35 countries in the 
hemisphere; are convened to resume discussion on the theme that was the focus of the VII 
Summit of the Americas, which took place this past April in Panama and brought together heads 
of state and governments from our countries: “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of 
Cooperation in the Americas.” We have considered this theme from a legislative perspective. 
 
Considering that parliamentary exchanges promote innovative courses of action that strengthen 
our legislative, auditory, deliberative, and representative roles; 
 
Considering the fundamental role of the legislative branch in promoting democracy and the 
resolution of diverse challenges faced by the countries of the Americas and the Caribbean, in 
collaboration with other legitimate state powers;  
 
Considering that the areas identified in the Mandates for Action from the VII Summit of the 
Americas: Education, Health, Energy, the Environment, Migration, Security, Citizen Participation 
and Democratic Governance, are common priorities across the region; 
 
Considering that the laws and policies that promote equity with regards to the above stated 
areas are of great importance for the people of the Americas and the Caribbean;  
 
Considering that by sharing our national experiences in relation to these areas, we are, in a 
spirit of solidarity, doing the fundamental work of the hemispheric alliances for development; 
 
Considering that this 12th Plenary Assembly constitutes a key moment for ParlAmericas, as the 
delegations in attendance will participate in a strategic consultation to reinforce our parliaments’ 
involvement in the ParlAmericas network;  
 
Considering that gender equality and transparency in the public service are central and 
crosscutting concepts in our work; 
 
With this, we: 

 
1. Commit to communicate back to our legislatures the conclusions from these 

interparliamentary debates on the areas identified in the Mandates for Action from the 
VII Summit of the Americas. 
 

2. Reaffirm that gender equality must be promoted and respected and that policies on the 
above mentioned areas must take into account their impact on women. 

 



  

3. Support the work being done in relation to the Interparliamentary Union’s Plan of Action 
for Gender-sensitive Parliaments, for parliaments with structures, operations, methods, 
and activities that respond to the needs and interests of both men and women. 

 
4. Continue to build upon our work with the UN Women’s Regional Office for Latin America 

and the Caribbean, in line with our Memorandum of Understanding. 
 

5. Reaffirm the importance of transparency and accountability in all legislative work that we 
pursue, having celebrated in this Plenary Assembly the formal incorporation into 
ParlAmericas of the Inter-American Parliamentary Network on Transparency, Access to 
Public Information and Probity, established in 2012 in the framework of the Santiago 
Declaration. 

 
6. Are in agreement that strategic consultation processes are necessary mechanisms in 

relation to the discussions and action plans undertaken within ParlAmericas, as these 
processes strengthen the joint work of our legislatures and parliaments. 

 
Panama City, September 5, 2015 

 


