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Methodology 

Parliamentary Gathering on the Occasion of the Ninth Summit of the Americas 

“Building a Sustainable, Resilient, and Equitable Future” 

 

Gender Panel 

“Empowering and Enhancing Women’s Inclusion in Parliament” 

 

The Baltimore Hotel - The Gold Ballroom 

506 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 | 10:30 a.m. (PST) 

  

Overview 
This panel will allow for the opportunity to discuss the importance of women’s political participation in 

parliaments worldwide. Participants will engage in dialogue on challenges and successes in gender 

mainstreaming in their parliaments, best practices for mainstreaming gender in parliamentary debate, 

and how to effectively collaborate across party lines to advance shared goals and create decision-

making space for women in parliament. 

 

Duration 

1 hour and 15 minutes 

 

Objectives 

● Share experiences and reflections on the promotion of women’s rights and gender equality from 

the perspective of women parliamentarians 

● Explore challenges and successes with respect to gender mainstreaming in parliamentary 

processes, debates, and operations 

● Discuss opportunities to increase the substantive representation of women in parliaments, 

through mechanisms like gender-sensitive regulatory frameworks and policies, parliamentary 

infrastructure, women’s caucuses, and gender-focused technical units  

● Reflect on practices for consensus building and effective work across party lines through 

women’s networks and groups 

 

Logistical notes 

● After the conclusion of the panel prior, speakers may proceed to the head table.  

● There will be simultaneous interpretation available in Spanish, English, and French.  

 

Guidelines 

● The moderator will introduce the panellists and open the discussion with brief introductory 

remarks that provide a broad overview of the topic. 

○ In this opening, the moderator will highlight:  
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■ The relationship between democratic strengthening and women’s political 

empowerment 

■ Why legislatures are uniquely positioned to model gender equality in 

government and in society  

● Following the introductory remarks, the moderator will invite each panellist, in turn, to respond 

to their personalized question with an intervention of 7-8 minutes.  

● After each panellist’s intervention, depending on the available time, the moderator may pose 

one or more follow-up questions to the entire panel (options to select from are provided 

below); alternatively, with the remaining time, the moderator may choose to open the floor to 

questions and commentary from the audience.  

● The moderator will close the session with brief concluding remarks and a summary of the main 

points shared in the session. 

 

Moderator and panellists 

Moderator: Alisha Todd, Director General of ParlAmericas 

 
Panellists: 
 

● Member of Congress Maria del Carmen Alva Prieto (Peru), President of the Congress 

● Senator Natalie Campbell-Rodriques (Jamaica), Vice-President for the Caribbean of the 

ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender Equality  

● Member of the Legislative Assembly Claudia Ortiz (El Salvador) 

● Former U.S. Congresswoman Mimi Walters (United States) 

● Hon. Member of the National Assembly Kayra Harding (Panama), VP of the ParlAmericas 

Gender Equality Network 

 

Questions for panellists’ interventions 

 

1. To President of the Congress of Peru María del Carmen Alva Prieto:  

 

There is a sense of social and political divisiveness across the world at this time, which our region of the 

Americas and the Caribbean is not immune to. This polarization can at times translate into barriers to 

cooperative work among political actors towards common goals like women’s political inclusion. Women’s 

groups or caucuses can be important parliamentary vehicles in this sense, helping to overcome the party 

line divisions.  

 

I understand that in the Congress of Peru, the women’s caucus has been a positive space for collaboration, 

and it is now being reactivated under your leadership. Could you share with us the motivations for this 

reactivation, and the positive impacts you expect this group to achieve?  
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2. To Senator of Jamaica Natalie Campbell-Rodriques: 

 

You have a professional background as a development practitioner, and are therefore very familiar with 

the gender targets that aim to ensure no one is left behind in the Sustainable Development Goals and 

Agenda 2030 frameworks.  

 

Now that your career has navigated to political grounds, what are your observations on the role 

parliamentarians can play in accelerating progress on women’s political participation and other 

interrelated Sustainable Development Goals?   

 

3. To Member of the Legislative Assembly of El Salvador Claudia Ortiz: 

 

As we know, the success of gender mainstreaming efforts in parliaments depends on political will, 

commitment and investments. El Salvador has institutionalized a number of good practices in this area, 

such as the ‘triad’ structure that includes a committee, a caucus, and a technical unit dedicated to gender 

equality.  

 

As several parliaments in the region are currently examining how to establish or strengthen technical 

units, could you tell us more about its functioning within the Legislative Assembly? In what ways has 

the technical unit advanced gender-responsive lawmaking and internal practices? 

 

4. To Former U.S. Representative Mimi Walters:  

 

Certain policy issues - like education and healthcare - are traditionally labelled ‘women’s issues,’ but in 

fact, as you pointed out in Times magazine while serving in Congress, all issues are women’s issues.  

 

With this context in mind, what does the effective representation of women’s diverse needs and interests 

mean to you? Where do we need to do better, given the global challenges we face today? 

 

 

5. To the Honourable Member of the National Assembly of Panama Kayra Harding: 

 

While our region has made significant progress over the last years in women’s representation in 

parliaments, violence against women in this sphere remains a prominent obstacle to women’s full exercise 

of their political rights and representation.  

 

In Panama, a new law to combat political violence was recently passed. Could you take us through some 

of the processes of design, debate, and approval of this piece of legislation? What are the most 

important provisions of this law, in your view?  

 

 

 

 

https://time.com/4697954/republican-women-in-congress-2017/
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Additional (optional) questions to pose to all panellists, if time permits 

Alternatively, the moderator may choose to use the remaining time for Questions and Answers with the 

audience. 

 

● What are your recommendations for empowering the next generation of women political 

leaders? 

● What are the opportunities presented by intergenerational partnerships and collaborations 

toward the goal of women’s inclusion in parliaments? 

 

 

 Agenda 

  

10:30 - 10:35 Welcome and introductory remarks by the moderator 
● Alisha Todd, Director General of ParlAmericas 

10:35 - 11:20 Panel 
● Member of Congress María del Carmen Alva Prieto (Peru), President of the 

Congress  

● Senator Natalie Campbell-Rodriques (Jamaica), Vice-President for the 

Caribbean of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender Equality  

● Member of the Legislative Assembly Claudia Ortiz (El Salvador) 

● Former Representative Mimi Walters (United States)  

● Honourable Member of the National Assembly Kayra Harding (Panama), Vice-

President for Central America of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for 

Gender Equality 

11:20 - 11:40 Q&A / Dialogue among the panel 
 

11:40 - 11:45 Closing 
 

 
 Follow us on social media @ParlAmericas 
  

Sessions will be recorded and turned into podcast episodes. Find 
ParlAmericas on iTunes and Google Play, and listen to our past meeting 
sessions. 

 

This activity is being undertaken with financial support from the Government 
of Canada through Global Affairs Canada. 

 


