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Towards a Sustainable and Equitable
Agri-Food System: The Role of Parliaments

During Latin America and the Caribbean Climate Week 2022, a session was organized on legislative
strategies to promote the empowerment and involvement of rural women in building sustainable food
systems. The various leaders highlighted the role of women and youth in rural work, the obstacles they
face in implementing sustainable agricultural practices, and how parliaments can ensure legislation on
this theme incorporates their perspectives. Within the framework of the Climate Week, ParlAmericas also

presented in the high-level panel, "Unleashing_opportunities of circular economy_towards 1.5 degrees

temperature goal," on July 20.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Sah-rmafRk
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» Senator Veronica Camino Farjat (Mexico), President of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender
Equality
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Southern Region) - Articulacién Nacional Campesina (National Rural Worker Articulation)
» Sara Cognuck Gonzalez (Costa Rica), UNICEF consultant and co-founder of the Youth and Climate Change
Network
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* Guadalupe Valdez, FAO Special Goodwill Ambassador for Zero Hunger in Latin America and the Caribbean

KEY CONSIDERATIONS OF THE PARALLEL SESSION:

e Ecological farming in rural communities can incentivize a reduced use of natural resources, increase community resilience, and produce fewer
greenhouse gas emissions.

» In most cases, public policies are developed without consulting rural and Indigenous women, concentrating more on urban contexts. In this sense,
there is a clear need to significantly improve their involvement. Parliaments can be key actors, by including these women in the debate and approval of
laws, the review of bills, and seeking their inclusion in budgets to achieve real participation in state projects to finance the sector.

« Public agendas need to recognize the demands of rural women, guarantee their rights and contemplate inclusive approaches and strategies within the
framework of programs and policies to ensure the economic, social and political empowerment of rural women.

» Promoting the political participation of rural women and youth, through the creation of leadership capacities, negotiation and consensus building, is a
fundamental step in encouraging them to reach decision-making positions and ensures that rural perspectives are properly represented in
parliamentary discussions.


https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda_LACCW2022_EventoParalelo.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/LACCW_2022_ParlAmericas_FPH_Republica_Dominicana_ENG.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Sistema_agroalimentario_sostenible_equitativo-PRESENTACION-ELSA.pdf
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< < = ; Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify,
This meeting was made possible with the generous support of the @arlAmer’cas Y where you can listen to sessions from this
Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada. Podcast and other ParlAmericas activities.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
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