
 

 

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) 

Concluding Observations on the Role of Parliaments 

 

THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTS 

The Bahamas 

8. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship with 
parliamentarians (annex VI to E/CN.6/2010/CRP.2). It invites the Parliament, in line with its mandate, 
to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation of the present concluding observations 
between now and the submission of the next periodic report under the Convention. 

 

Barbados 

8. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship 
with parliamentarians, adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites Parliament, in line 
with its mandate, to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation of the present 
concluding observations between now and the next reporting period under the Convention.  

 

Belize 

8. While recalling the State party’s obligation to implement systematically and 
continuously all provisions of the Convention, the Committee views the concerns and 
recommendations identified in the present concluding comments as requiring the State party’s 
priority attention between the present time and the time of submission of the next periodic 
report. Consequently, the Committee calls upon the State party to focus on those areas in its 
implementation activities and to report on the action taken and the results achieved in its next 
periodic report. It calls upon the State party to submit the present concluding comments to all 
relevant ministries and to its parliament so as to ensure their full implementation.  

 

Grenada 

While reaffirming that the Government has the primary responsibility and is particularly accountable 
for the full implementation of the obligations of the State party under the Convention, the Committee 
stresses that the Convention is binding on all branches of the State apparatus. It invites the State party 
to encourage its Parliament, in line with its procedures, where appropriate, to take the necessary 



steps with regard to the implementation of the present concluding observations and the State party’s 
next reporting process under the Convention.  

 

Guyana 

7. While reaffirming that the Government has the primary responsibility and is 
particularly accountable for the full implementation of the obligations of the State party under 
the Convention, the Committee stresses that the Convention is binding on all branches of the 
Government and invites the State party to encourage the parliament, in line with its 
procedures, where appropriate, to take the steps necessary to implement the present 
concluding observations between now and the Government’s subsequent reporting process 
under the Convention. 

 

Haiti 

8. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship 
with parliamentarians, adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites the national 
Parliament, in line with its mandate, to take necessary steps regarding the implementation of 
the present concluding observations between now and the next reporting period under the 
Convention. 

 

Jamaica 

10. While reaffirming that the Government has the primary responsibility and is 
particularly accountable for the full implementation of the obligations of the State party under 
the Convention, the Committee stresses that the Convention is binding on all branches of the 
State apparatus. It invites the State party to encourage its Parliament, in line with its 
procedures, where appropriate, to take the necessary steps with regard to the implementation 
of the present concluding observations between now and the State party’s next reporting 
process under the Convention.  

 

St. Vincent & the Grenadines 

7. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship 
with parliamentarians, adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites the House of 
Assembly, in line with its mandate, to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation 
of the present concluding observations between now and the next reporting period under the 
Convention. 

 

Suriname 

7. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship 



with parliamentarians, adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites the National 
Assembly, in line with its mandate, to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation 
of the present concluding observations between now and the submission of the next periodic 
report. 

 

Trinidad and Tobago 

7.  The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full 
implementation of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship with 
parliamentarians, adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites Parliament, in line with its 
mandate, to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation of the present concluding 
observations between now and the next reporting period under the Convention. 

 

Netherland Antilles 

The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legislative power in ensuring the full implementation 
of the Convention (see the statement by the Committee on its relationship with parliamentarians, 
adopted at the forty-fifth session, in 2010). It invites the parliaments of the Netherlands, Aruba, 
Curaçao and Sint Maarten, as the four countries that constitute the Kingdom of the Netherlands, in 
line with their mandates, to take the necessary steps regarding the implementation of the present 
concluding observations between now and the next reporting period under the Convention. 
 
 

NORMALTIVE FRAMEWORK: BEIJING DECLARATION AND PLATFORM FOR ACTION 

 

Barbados 

51. The Committee calls upon the State party to use the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.  

 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
52. The Committee calls for the realization of substantive gender equality, in accordance 

with the provisions of the Convention, throughout the process of implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Belize 

36. The Committee urges the State party to utilize fully, in its implementation of its 
obligations under the Convention, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 
which reinforce the provisions of the Convention, and requests the State party to include 
information thereon in its next periodic report.  

37. The Committee emphasizes that full and effective implementation of the Convention is 
indispensable for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It calls for the 
integration of a gender perspective and for the explicit reflection of the provisions of 



the Convention in all efforts aimed at the achievement of the Goals, and requests the 
State party to include information thereon in its next periodic report.  

Grenada 

42. The Committee urges the State party, in the implementation of its obligations under the 
Convention, to fully utilize the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which reinforce the 
provisions of the Convention, and requests the State party to include information thereon in its next 
periodic report. 

 

Guyana 

44. The Committee urges the State party, in the implementation of its obligations under 
the Convention, to fully utilize the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which reinforce 
the provisions of the Convention, and requests the State party to include information thereon 
in its subsequent periodic report. 

 
Millennium Development Goals 
45. The Committee emphasizes that full and effective implementation of the Convention 
is indispensable for attaining the Millennium Development Goals. The Committee calls for the 
integration of a gender perspective and an explicit reflection of the provisions of the 
Convention in all efforts aimed at the attainment of the Goals and requests the State party to 
include information thereon in its subsequent periodic report.  

 

Haiti 

53. The Committee calls upon the State party to utilize the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action, in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.  

 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
54. The Committee calls for the realization of substantive gender equality, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Convention, throughout the process of the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Jamaica 

40. The Committee urges the State party, in the implementation of its obligations under 
the Convention, to fully utilize the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which reinforce 
the provisions of the Convention, and requests the State party to include information thereon 
along with its next periodic report.  

 

Saint Lucia 

38. The Committee urges the State party to utilize fully in its implementation of its 
obligations under the Convention, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which 



reinforce the provisions of the Convention, and requests the State party to include information 
thereon in its next periodic report.  

39. The Committee also emphasizes that a full and effective implementation of the 
Convention is indispensable for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It calls for the 
integration of a gender perspective and explicit reflection of the provisions of the Convention 
in all efforts aimed at the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and requests the 
State party to include information thereon in its next periodic report.  

 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 

49. The Committee calls upon the State party to use the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.  

 
Millennium Development Goals and the post-2015 development framework  
50. The Committee calls for the integration of a gender perspective, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Convention, into all efforts aimed at the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals and into the post-2015 development framework. 

 

Suriname 

57. The Committee calls upon the State party to use the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.  

 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

58. The Committee calls for the realization of substantive gender equal ity, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Convention, throughout the process of implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Trinidad and Tobago 

43. The Committee calls upon the State party to use the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.  

 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  

44. The Committee calls for the realization of substantive gender equality, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Convention, throughout the process of implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

 

 



DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

 

Barbados 

49. The Committee is concerned at the general lack of updated statistical data disaggregated 
by sex, age, ethnicity, disability, geographical location and socioeconomic background, which are 
necessary for accurately assessing the situation of women, determining whether they suffer from 
discrimination, informed and targeted policymaking and for the systematic monitoring and 
evaluation of progress achieved towards the realization of women’s substantive equality in all 
areas covered by the Convention.  

50. The Committee calls upon the State party to develop an indicator system on gender-
related issues to improve the collection of data, disaggregated by sex and other relevant factors, 
which are necessary to assess the impact and effectiveness of policies and programmes aimed 
at mainstreaming gender equality and enhancing the enjoyment by women of their human 
rights. In that regard, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to its general 
recommendation No. 9 (1989) on statistical data concerning the situation of women and 
encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from the relevant United Nations 
agencies and to enhance its collaboration with women’s associations that could assist in the 
collection of accurate data. 

 

Belize 

9. The Committee regrets that the report does not provide sufficient statistical data, 
disaggregated by sex, ethnicity and rural and urban areas, on the practical realization of the 
principle of equality between women and men in all areas covered by the Convention. It is also 
concerned that the report provides no information on the situation of older and disabled women. 
The Committee is concerned that the lack of such data is an impediment to evaluating the impact 
of measures taken by the State party and the results achieved. 

10. The Committee calls upon the State party to put in place a comprehensive system of 
data collection in all areas covered by the Convention so as to assess the actual situation of 
women and to track trends over time. It also calls upon the State party to monitor, through 
measurable indicators, the impact of measures taken and progress achieved towards the 
realization of women’s de facto equality. It invites the State party, when necessary, to seek 
international technical assistance for the development of such data collection and analysis 
efforts. The Committee requests the State party to include in its next report statistical data and 
analysis, disaggregated by sex, ethnicity and rural and urban areas, in regard to the provisions of 
the Convention, indicating the impact of measures taken and of results achieved in the practical 
realization of women’s de facto equality. The Committee also requests that information on the 
situation of older and disabled women be included in the next report  

 

Guyana 

40. The Committee is concerned at the general lack of available recent data provided by the 
State party. It notes that, given the diverse composition of the population of the State party, 
updated data disaggregated by, for example, sex, age, race, ethnicity, geographical location and 



socioeconomic background are necessary for an accurate assessment of the situation of women 
to determine whether they suffer from discrimination, for informed and targeted policymaking 
and for the systematic monitoring and evaluation of progress achieved towards the realization of 
women’s substantive equality in all areas covered by the Convention.  

41. The Committee calls upon the State party to enhance the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of comprehensive data disaggregated by sex, age, race, ethnicity, location and 
socioeconomic background, and of measurable indicators to assess trends in the situation of 
women and progress towards the realization of women’s substantive equality in all areas 
covered by the Convention. In this regard, it draws the State party’s attention to its general 
recommendation No. 9 on statistical data concerning the situation of women and encourages 
the State party to develop gender-sensitive indicators that could be used in the formulation, 
implementation, monitoring, evaluation and, if necessary, review of women’s and gender 
equality policies. 

 

Haiti 

51. The Committee recommends that the State party enhance the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of comprehensive data, disaggregated by sex, age, disability, ethnicity, location 
and socioeconomic status, and the use of measurable indicators to assess trends in the situation 
of women and progress towards the realization by women of substantive equality in all areas 
covered by the Convention. 

 

St Kitts and Nevis 

113. The Committee notes the lack of statistical data disaggregated by sex in the economic 
sector, in particular as to the informal employment sector and part-time work. It also notes the 
lack of data on sexual harassment at the workplace. 

114. The Committee recommends broad collection of data disaggregated by sex, in 
particular with regard to the economic sector and urges the State party to include these in its 
next report. 

 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 

46. The Committee is concerned at the general lack of data disaggregated by sex, age, race, 
ethnicity, geographical location and socioeconomic background in the areas covered by the 
Convention, which are necessary to assess the situation of women for informed and targeted 
policymaking and to systematically monitor and evaluate progress achieved towards the 
realization of substantive equality of women in all areas covered by the Convention. 

47. The Committee calls upon the State party to implement systems of collection, analysis 
and dissemination of data disaggregated by sex, age, disability, race, ethnicity, geographic 
location and socioeconomic background and to use measurable indicators to assess trends in 
the situation of women and the progress achieved in the realization of substantive equality of 
women in all areas covered by the Convention. In that regard, it draws the State party ’s 
attention to the Committee’s general recommendation No. 9 on statistical data concerning the 
situation of women and encourages it to develop gender-sensitive indicators that could be used 



in the formulation, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and, when necessary, review of 
gender equality policies. 

 

Suriname 

54. The Committee welcomes the efforts made by the State party to strengthen data 
collection systems, including through the piloting of the Caribbean Community gender equality 
indicators model, in order to collect data on the participation of women in publ ic life, produce a 
national report on the status of women and men in the State party and create a database for 
monitoring. Nonetheless, the Committee reiterates its previous concerns regarding the overall 
absence of publicly and regularly available data, disaggregated by sex, age and location (rural, 
interior and urban) (CEDAW/C/SUR/CO/3, para. 13), which are necessary to assess the impact and 
effectiveness of policies in all areas of the Convention, in particular regarding health insurance 
coverage, social benefits, access to land, economic empowerment, vocational training, sports and 
recreation. 

55. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen the collection, analysis 
and publication of comprehensive data, disaggregated by sex, age and location, and prioritize 
the creation of a national database that uses measurable indicators to assess trends in the 
situation of women and progress made towards the realization of substantive equality between 
women and men in all areas covered by the Convention. In that regard, the Committee draws 
the State party’s attention to its general recommendation No. 9 (1989) on statistical data 
concerning the situation of women and encourages the State party to continue its collaboration 
with relevant United Nations agencies in the systematic collection of accurate data.  

 

https://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/SUR/CO/3

