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VISUALIZATHON 

 Open Innovation Exercise 

 

 Organized by the Senate of 
the Republic and MinTIC, 
with the support of NDI, 
ParlAmericas, Chamber of 
Deputies of Chile, & 
Omidyar Network 



VISUALIZATHON 

 Develop simple and clear graphic tools that allow 

citizens and interest groups to analyse how senators 

are fulfilling their duties, ensure their actions are 

transparent, and strengthen the citizens’ trust in the 

institution and involve them in legislative work. 



DATA / OPEN DATA 

 The data set used for the development of this innovation 

exercise was: the attendance and votes of Senators in 

plenary sessions, status of bills to track their progress 

throughout the legislative process of the 2016-2017 

legislature. 

 The second challenge consisted in opening and analyzing 

Senators’ declarations of interest and CVs. 

 



DATA / OPEN DATA 

Level Characteristics 

Non-structured information (PDF, HTML, 
etc.) 

In the majority of cases it is not easy to 
extract data, it requires additional processes. 

Structured information (XML, CSV) – without 
interoperability (primary source or tertiary 
sources) 

While it is possible to use (for analysis, 
visualization, etc.), the possibility to have 
real time data or to integrate it within other 
systems is limited. 
 

Structured information – with 
interoperability 

Ideal scenario: 
• Web connection to primary sources 
• Standardized identification 

Declarations of 
interests 

Assistance, 
votes and bills 



A tool that allows any citizen to consult and compare 
information on Senators, their parties, bills and groups. In an 
easy and simple way. 
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ANALYSIS OF SENATORS, PARTIES, BILLS AND 
GROUPS 
 
 







LINKED DATA 
 



VISUALIZATION OPTIONS 
 



CONCLUSION 

 The first legislative visualizathon was a positive experience 

strengthening the commitment to openness, transparency 

and the format of the information that the Senate of 

Colombia shares with citizens. 

 Although there are aspects to improve in relation to 

information, its use and improvements to its sources will 

reduce these problems 



Thank you 
David H. Bello 

david.bello@sinesat.com  

mailto:david.bello@sinesat.com

