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Facilitator:
Alisha Todd
Director General

ParlAmericas
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The Legislative Process
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Moderator: Chrisette Benjamin, Program Officer - Gender
Equality, ParlAmericas

Panellists:
e The Honourable Alvina Reynolds (Saint

Lucia), President of the Senate
e Peter Phillips (Barbados), Member of
Parliament and Chairman of Committees
e Sharda Ganga, Director, PROJEKTA
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How do we move forward?

The Legislative process

Chrisette Benjamin

Gender Equality Programme Officer,
ParlAmericas




THE BIG QUESTIONS

1. What are the root causes of the common gender issues ?
2. How do we actually address these issues or rather how do we move
this forward?

The legislative process is a building block to influence
and create the change and the cultural shift that we
all desire for the greater good of all

.
N—— 8| Identity
Language




CITIZEN PARTICIPATION MECHANISMS

Individual level:

Consultations, town halls, spark
conversations on social media, utilize
online polls, engage civil society
organisations and your constituents,
political party conventions or engage
political party groups at the constituency
level before and after parliamentary
sittings.




CITIZEN PARTICIPATION MECHANISMS
Citizens can be engaged at any stage of the budget cycle

Participatory budgeting: Participatory budgeting (PB) is
at the very basis is when ordinary citizens are involved
with helping decide on where a proportion of a budget
should be allocated. Research shows that this concept
has taken many forms but you can make it your own.

Case study: Portugal Participatory Budget (PPB) started
in 2017 that allows civil society to decide on public
investments in different governmental areas.




Parliamentary committees

Case Study- Jamaica

In 2019, a special select committee was appointed to consider and report on the bill

entitled “The Sexual Harassment Act, 2019”

Outcomes:

d.

Recommendations made by the public were included in the bill such as expanding
the definition of sexual harassment andonline sexual harassment among many
others.

. The Sexual Harassment (Protection and Prevention) Act, 2021, which took effect
and is being hailed as an important piece of legislation for ushering in concrete
measures to protect the vulnerable and promote cultural change to end sexual
harassment.



Parliamentary committees

Case Study- Trinidad and Tobago
Joint Select Committee (JSC) on Human Rights, Equality, and Diversity conducted a
public survey on period poverty in 2024.

Outcomes:
a. The survey gathered responses from 1,930 members of the public and the findings

were that 93.4 percent of respondents did not believe that period products were
affordable.

b. The Minister responsible for Gender and Child Affairs, Ayanna Webster-Roy, started
discussions with the Prime Minister and Finance Minister on reducing the cost of
feminine products in this country.



Parliamentary Caucuses

Women’s caucuses are crucial for coordinated efforts across party lines to address
gender inequality.

Case study: In Rwanda, the Women Parliamentary Forum advocated for constitutional
guotas for women in parliament and other electoral mechanisms, which allowed a
rapid increase in women’s parliamentary representation, going from 16 percent in the
lower house in 1996 to 61.3 percent in 2018

Costa Rica: Parliamentary Group of Women Members of the Legislative Assembly
presented a bill on sexual and street harassment on March 8, 2017, and the creation
of this broader initiative included the participation of three civil society organizations,
the National Institute of Women of Costa Rica (INAMU by its Spanish initials), the
ecial Committee on Women, and the Technical Unit




Key Resources

Gender Sensitivity in Legislation —
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MULTI-PARTY
CAUCUSES

FOR GENDER
EQUALITY

A Handbook for Parliamentarians in
Latin America and the Caribbean
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Moderator: Chrisette Benjamin, Program Officer - Gender
Equality, ParlAmericas

Panellists:
e The Honourable Alvina Reynolds (Saint

Lucia), President of the Senate
e Peter Phillips (Barbados), Member of
Parliament and Chairman of Committees
e Sharda Ganga, Director, PROJEKTA




Caribbean Parliamentary Workshop
“Making the Work of Parliaments
Responsive to Needs of
Women and Men”



The Legislative Process

Key themes: Identifying how all legislation
can be analyzed and developed to
promote gender equality, tools for
committees/caucuses, citizen participation.



Engaging with
Women's Org:
CIWIL



ClWil

Canbbean Women in Leadership

INFO-SESSION
CELEBRATING
INTERNATIONAL

DAY OF WOMEN
IN DIPLOMACY

TOPICS:

WHAT IS THE WOMEN'S PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS
Dr Alison Gajada-Foster

A PERSONAL JOURNEY IN DIPLOMACY
Mrs Nancy Nicholas

. EXPLORING SAINT LUCIA'S LEGISLATURE AND WOMEN
Mrs Leonne Theodore-John

CASTRIES CENTRAL LIBRARY
530PM-8:00PM
MONDAY 24 JUNE 2024

e 758 722 3682 9 ciwilslunationalchapter@gmail.com



join us alt our inavgural

Women poumics TRAINING

MOCK PARLIAMENT
SITTING

4 November 08, 2023 $ 2 A3
10:00am- 12:00pm PAL "

* House of Assembly
Castries

* RSVP-1-758-722-3683

Caribbean Women in Leadership
SUST LLOIANATIONALCHAFTER
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Engaging Youth
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Women's Caucus





















Empowering
Women Through
Sporis
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Violence Against
Women










Engaging Women
In Political Org






o, i A
LT ' :
TH
|
“

A
I

-

:

W \\\ \\\\\\\\\\ | N
IMANNSEEN






Thank You
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Moderator: Chrisette Benjamin, Program Officer - Gender
Equality, ParlAmericas

Panellists:
e The Honourable Alvina Reynolds (Saint

Lucia), President of the Senate
e Peter Phillips (Barbados), Member of
Parliament and Chairman of Committees
e Sharda Ganga, Director, PROJEKTA
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Coffee/ Tea Break
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Open dialogue:
Priorities and recommendations
to inform creation of the guide
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Closing Remarks

Stuart Shaw
Political and Public Affairs
Counselor, High Commission of
Canada in Trinidad and Tobago
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Closing Remarks

Senator the Honourable
Nigel de Freitas
(Trinidad and Tobago)
President of the Senate
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Vote of Thanks

The Honourable Bridgid Annisette-George
(Trinidad and Tobago), Speaker of the

House of Representatives and

Vice-President of ParlAmericas
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Thank you very much for your
participation!




