
ParlAmericas Digital Caucus holds second dialogue session on artificial intelligence

OTTAWA (CANADA), March 22, 2024 — Parliamentarians from across the Americas and the Caribbean

met virtually today for a dialogue focused on The Future of Work and Labour Rights: Challenges and

Opportunities of Artificial Intelligence. Today’s session marked the second meeting in a series of dialogue

sessions related to artificial intelligence organized by the ParlAmericas Digital Caucus, a working group

connected to the ParlAmericas Open Parliament Network.

Senator Kenneth Pugh (Chile), Co-Chair of the Digital Caucus of the ParlAmericas Open Parliament

Network, chaired the meeting and moderated a panel with subject-matter experts from the International

Labour Union (ILO) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB). Their presentations addressed the

impacts of A.I. on job quantity and quality and the importance of analysing these effects from an

intersectional perspective during this time of accelerated digital transformation. This was followed by an

open exchange among parliamentarians with interventions that highlighted the challenges and

opportunities of artificial intelligence for the labour market across various national contexts.

Participants were welcomed to today’s meeting by Senator Javier Macaya (Chile), President of the

ParlAmericas Open Parliament Network and Senator Lisa Jawahir (Saint Lucia), Vice-President for the

Caribbean of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender Equality. Both speakers stressed the

role of parliamentary work in artificial intelligence governance and the value of collaborative spaces,

such as those organized by the ParlAmericas Digital Caucus, to advance good practices in the region.

Quote

Senator Kenneth Pugh (Chile), Co-Chair of the Digital Caucus of the ParlAmericas Open Parliament

Network

“As we witness more national parliaments placing the issue of artificial intelligence onto their legislative

agendas, the work of the ParlAmericas Digital Caucus will continue to facilitate the exchange of good

parliamentary practices so that we can learn from one another and coordinate regional action that

responds to the needs and priorities of our citizens.”

Quote

Senator Javier Macaya Danús (Chile), President of the ParlAmericas Open Parliament Network

“The implementation of artificial intelligence has many advantages, but it also raises important ethical

and legal issues. As parliamentarians, it is essential that we work to ensure that the adoption of artificial

intelligence is carried out in a fair and transparent manner, protecting the rights of workers and

promoting equal opportunities for all people.”

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-DigitalCaucus-Session2-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-DigitalCaucus-Session2-en.pdf


Quote

Senator Lisa Jawahir (Saint Lucia), Vice-President for the Caribbean of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary

Network for Gender Equality

“If we are not consciously considering diverse realities as we navigate the complexities of artificial

intelligence – particularly as these advances relate to gender – we risk further entrenching inequality.

However, if we focus on inclusion and equality within our decision-making, we can harness the positive,

transformative benefits of these technologies for all.”

***
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