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ParlAmericas participated in 'Global Innovations in Democracy: Parliamentary
Exchange' event in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C. (UNITED STATES), April 17, 2024 — This week Alisha Todd, Director General of

ParlAmericas, participated in the series

of events which took place on April 15-17, 2024, in Washington, D.C. She served as moderator for one of
the parliamentary exchange sessions held at the U.S. Congress.

Established in 2022, GID is led by the Institute for Democratic Engagement and Accountability (IDEA) at
The Ohio State University, the Center for Democracy Innovation at the National Civic League, and the
Centre for Congressional and Presidential Studies at American University. The event was organized to
serve as a global platform for legislators to explore innovative methods and tools for gathering input,
overcoming divisions, building trust, and gaining public support for public policy.

Accompanied by discussant Sanna Lepola, Director-General for Parliamentary Democracy Partnerships,
European Parliament, Ms. Todd led the session titled “Why Do We Need to Innovate and Expand Our
Definitions of Constituent Engagement?” This session examined the need to modernize how legislators
around the world engage with citizens and the benefits of doing so, identified some of the shared
challenges and limitations of traditional constituent outreach and participation, and explored global
trends that could lead to more effective and inclusive engagement strategies.

This year’s GID featured an array of interactive sessions and panel discussions designed to foster direct
interaction between parliamentarians from around the world. It facilitated the sharing of best practices
for engaging constituents and connected parliamentarians with innovative practitioners and scholars in
the democracy-strengthening community.
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About ParlAmericas

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes parliamentary diplomacy in the inter-American system.
Composed of the 35 national legislatures in North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean,
ParlAmericas promotes cooperative political dialogue, facilitates the exchange of good legislative
practices, and produces tailored resources to support parliamentarians in their work. The International
Secretariat of ParlAmericas is headquartered in Ottawa, Canada.
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